POLICY
RESEARCH
JOURNAL
ISSN (E): 3006-7030 (P) 3006-7022

Received: 24 November 2024
Accepted: 24 December 2024
Published: 01 January 2025

Volume 3, Issue 1, 2025

EDUCATIONAL POLICIES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GOALS: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF SOCIAL EQUITY INITIATIVES
IN SOUTH ASIA AND THEIR GLOBAL RELEVANCE

Ushaque Ahmed
Assessment Officer, Sind Education Foundation, Govt. of Sindh, Pakistan

saniushaque@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The research presented the alignment of South Asian policies on education with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 4 of Quality Education and
SDG 10 of Reduced Inequalities, advancing areas of study. It focuses attention on
leveling disparities between rural and urban communities to promote standardized
education and equality. By analyzing and comparing various policies in different
countries such as Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, the study assesses
inclusivity, diversity, gender parity, and protection of marginalized communities. This
paper also highlights the challenges of financial limitations, cultural barriers, and
imbalanced distribution of resources, along with the initiatives like Pakistan’s Ehsaas
School Stipend Program, India’s Mid-Day Meal Scheme, and Sri Lanka’s free education
policy. The study points out the role of technology in standardizing education quality and
access. In conclusion, it was revealed the need for fair allocation of resources, effective
policy implementation, and inclusive approaches for sustainable outcomes.
Recommendations focus on regional collaboration and utilizing technology to bridge
gaps in education.

Keywords: Sustainable Development Goals, SDG 4, SDG 10, South Asia, Pakistan, rural-
urban divide, educational equity, inclusivity, quality education, sustainable development.

INTRODUCTION

Education goals are fundamentally reflected in
2030 agenda, which aims to serve as a powerful
driver of social equity, economic advancement,
and cultural unity. It empowers individuals with
the knowledge, capabilities and skills necessary to
participate meaningfully in their societies, fosters
innovation, and paves the way for a more
equitable and just communities. Acknowledging
and recognizing its transformative potential, the
United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development
Goals place education as a central component of
global development efforts. There are 17 such
goals and out of them two goals directly impact
education (Goal-4 and Goal-10). SDGs’ Goal-4
leaves no one behind and ensure inclusive,

equitable, quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all. With regard to,
Goall0 roughly is about reducing all inequalities
within and between countries, educational
inequities included.

South Asia (SA) is known for its cultural richness
and diversity but at the same time, it faces hurdles
in achieving inclusive and equitable education due
to considerable social and economic challenges.
Since the SA is home to about quarter of the
world populace, it consists of countries with very
diverse socio-economic structures, levels of
development and systems of education. The
prospects are relatively bright; despite a
midcentury Europa locked in civil wars, the
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region has achieved impressive strides toward
increased educational access just in recent years,
but there remains significant inequality that
hinders sustainable development over the longer
term. One of the key issues is the persistent
disparity in educational opportunities and
outcomes between rural and urban settings. Such
difference inevitably widens socio-economic gaps,
binds people to the never-ending cycle of poverty
and limits viable channels for inclusive
development.

Pakistan, one of the countries with the highest
population in the World at the Sth spot and part of
the South Asian geography lays bare the
educational dilemma confronted in the SAARC
territory. With over 240 million across the nation,
the educational landscape of country is complex
and has high level of inequality. This urban-rural
division is most glaring for Pakistan where rural
parts are characterized by lack of quality
education, a poor infrastructure and chronic
underfunding.  Socio-cultural, political, and
economic constraints compound these challenges.
Disparities in literacy, enrollment and learning
outcomes in urban-rural populations, particularly
girls and marginalized communities are also stark.
Moreover, the dire need to respond to these
inequalities is aligned with Pakistan’s obligations
to international frameworks including the SDGs
and the Education for All (EFA) initiative. In fact,
Article 25-A of the constitution of our country
recognizes the rights of children aged 5 to 16
years by stating that every child shall be entitled
to free and compulsory education. The country
has also introduced different educational policies
and programs to improve access and quality of
education. These are National Education Policy
(NEP), multiple province-level reforms, and
initiatives like Benazir Income Support Program’s
Waseela-e-Taleem, which encourages low-income
households to send their children to school. While
there has been some progress in these areas, the
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of
policies aimed at bridging the rural-urban divide.
The current research aims to analyze the
alignment of Pakistan’s educational policies with
the objectives of Sustainable Development Goals
(Goal-4 and Goal-10) in regard to rural and urban
disparities. The article seeks to contribute to

POLICY
RESEARCH
JOURNAL
ISSN (E): 3006-7030 (P) 3006-7022

comprehensive understanding of challenges,
issues and opportunities of equitable and inclusive
education by analyzing the policy frameworks,
implementation processes and outcomes. Shifting
focus to the South Asian region, it puts the
analysis in context with comparative insights and
highlights best practices that can guide both
policy formulation and implementation of
impactful education policies.

Education as a Catalyst for Sustainable
Development

Education is widely recognized as a catalyst for
sustainable development. It helps break the cycle
of poverty, promotes gender equality, and boosts
economic development. Apart from its intrinsic
value, education is also critical for progress across
many other goals of sustainable development
including health, gender equality, decent jobs and
climate action. Quality education and a good
education promotes critical thought, creativity,
and adaptability, all of which prepare people and
the communities they're in to meet the challenges
of a changing world.

In the case of South Asian countries, education is
the answer to numerous socio-economic issues
facing the region. The region has one of the
largest youth demographics globally, bringing
both immense opportunities and considerable
challenges. If properly educated and taught
relevant skilled, this demographic dividend can
lead the region towards prosperity in economics.
Whereas, failure to provide quality education will
result in problems like increased unemployment
rate, social unrest and also disturbing global
advancement.

Education Inequality: Bridging the Rural-
Urban Divide

Pakistan is emerging as a classic case of lack of
access to education leading to urban-rural
disparity in education, an issue that plagues South
Asia. Rural areas, in particular, tend to lack
resources and infrastructure necessary for quality
education delivery. Educational Institutions in
these parts often obstructed by a shortage of able
instructors, a lack of learning resources, and
inadequate physical infrastructure. Financial
obligations, long travel distances, and socio-
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cultural barriers prevent many rural students from
continuing their education beyond primary school
and entering secondary and higher education.
Conversely, colleges and universities in urban
places are often better funded, better staffed, and
are more firmly entrenched in technology and the
arts. As a result, they enjoy benefits—better
educational outcomes in terms of higher literacy,
enrollment figures, and learning outcome.
Nonetheless, urban schools are plagued by
problems of overcrowding, socio-economic
inequities, and the rise of low-cost private schools
catering to poor urban sectors, making the
educational landscape complex.

Pakistan’s Long-Term Commitment to
Education / Pakistan’s Commitment to
Education for All

Pakistan’s Education For All (EFA) status is
enshrined in legal and policy documents. Access,
equity and quality are the key pillars of
educational growth identified by the National
Education Policy (NEP) and the provincial
education sector plans. For example, programs
like the Punjab and Sindh Education Sector
Reform Programs are designed to directly tackle
systemic barriers to achieving quality education
and learning outcomes. In addition, specific
programs like the Girls’ Education Initiative and
conditional cash transfer programs are designed to
address specific barriers to education, such as
gender inequality and poverty.

But systemic barriers remain. Public funding of
education is still under the recommended 4
percent of gross domestic product, limiting
resources for infrastructure development, teacher
training and curriculum reform. Governance and
accountability issues also hinder the ability to
implement policies effectively, particularly in
rural areas where local administrative capacity
tends to be limited and weak. Social and cultural
factors are also disproportionately impeding girls’
access to education in these regions, including
early marriages, child labor and gender-based
violence.
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Lessons learnt from he Educational
Experience of South Asia:

Although this study focuses upon Pakistan, taking
advantage of a broader South Asian approach.
South Asian nations such as Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and India present critical lessons in closing
educational divides. For example, Bangladesh has
made great strides in girls’ education, thanks in
part to specific programs like the Female
Secondary School Stipend Program. Sri Lanka’s
near-universal literacy rate is a testament to the
power of sustained investment in education and
strong policy enforcement. The progress made
through India's Right to Education Act and large-
scale programs like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
exemplifies the importance of legal frameworks
and large focused initiatives in expanding access
and equity to the right to education.

The geographic diversity in these examples of
South Asia’s region emphasizes the necessity of
context-specific solutions that take into account
the country-specific peculiarities while, at the
same time, being able to leverage the successful
practices across the region. Moreover, they
highlight the significance of political will,
community engagement, and creative funding in
attaining academic goals.

Objectives and Scope:

This research seeks to probe the synchronization

of Pakistan’s educational programs with the

objectives of SDG 4 and SDG 10, with a major
emphasis on addressing rural-urban discrepancies.

Following are the objectives of this comparative

study:

e To critically evaluate the effectiveness of
educational policies of Pakistan in bridging
the gap in access and outcomes between rural-
urban regions.

e To determine the primary challenges and
impediments hindering the realization of
inclusive and equitable education.

e To delineate regional and global best practices,
with a view to provide policy and practice
recommendations.

The scope of the study comprises primary and

secondary education, centered on public education

systems. This analysis takes both quantitative and
qualitative data, covering enrollment rates and
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educational statistics on literacy, government
reports on policies, and stakeholder insights. This
research seeks to offer a comprehensive
understanding of the factors directing educational
outcomes in Pakistan by adopting a multi-
dimensional approach.

Significance of the Study:

This paper holds importance for multiple reasons.
Firstly, it enhances the expanding body of
research on  education and  sustainable
development by presenting a comprehensive and
detailed analysis of rural-urban disparities in
Pakistan. Secondly, it provides actionable
perspectives for decision makers, education
professionals, and development experts aiming to
address these inequalities. Finally, it reflects
global initiatives to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals, with a focus on regions
where progress remains inconsistent.

To conclude, education is an effective tool for
transforming societies and sustainable
development. However, its full potential can only
be realized by addressing the long-standing
disparities that undermine access and quality. This
research, with its focus on Pakistan and framed
within the broader South Asian context, provides
insights into the challenges and opportunities
inherent in achieving inclusive and fair access of
education. By doing so, it aims to advance to the
global discourse on education and sustainable
development, presenting strategic pathways for
substantive progress toward (SDG) 4 and 10.

Literature Review:

Education in South Asia

Education plays a pivotal role in advancing
societal progress, human development and
cultural achievement. Quality education and its
access are crucial for empowering individuals as it
equips the next generation with the skills,
knowledge and values necessary to thrive in an
increasingly interconnected world. Education is
seen as a key driver of social mobility and
economic development, but it also presents
significant imbalances in access, quality and
outcomes in rural and marginalized communities.
While countries of South Asia including Pakistan,
India, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, where it
has potential to transform the lives of people, have
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made efforts to address challenges, gaps and
barriers such as gender disparities and youth
employment continue to hinder progress. This
review of literature presents the current efforts
and difficulties faced by the region, focusing on
recent efforts digital adoption, and other evidence
barriers in quality education.

Addressing Educational Inequities in Pakistan

In this backdrop, Pakistan stands at a myriad of
interlinked, multi-faceted and far more critical
challenges which  include regional imbalance,
economic disparity and cultural diversity that
denies quality education to several stakeholders
and reproduces disparities. Since 2023,
Government of Pakistan has taken numerous
educational initiatives to fill the gaps. One such
initiative is The Ehsaas School Stipend Program,
which focuses on improving access to education
for marginalized communities. The school
program provides girls with financial assistance
which aids and encourages them to stay in school,
and keeps them in school, while breaking the
cycle of poverty. Phase-1 of the Ehsaas School
Stipend Program has shown very promising
impact with outstanding success on several
measures of sustained sharp rise in enrollment.
The success of the program, however, does not
come without considerable challenges at the local
level such as lack of monitoring systems, poorly
funded and under-resourced schools and
corruption; which ultimately undermines the
potential of the educational outcomes for girls.
For instance, Pakistan's Tele School initiative,
which was set up as a response to the pandemic,
has been an important measure enabling remote
learning opportunities in low-income and
underserved communities. However, according to
Ahmad et al. (2023) due to issues with
technological infrastructure, lesser internet, low
literacy, and non-availability of individuals to
work using technology the overall result of these
initiatives remained hampered.

Nutrition and Access Programs to Address
Some Educational Gaps in India

Indeed, there have been challenges in ensuring
equitable and inclusive educational enrolment and
continued participation in schools in India,
especially in rural areas. One of the most
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significant initiatives attempting to resolve these
issues at hand is the Mid-Day Meal Scheme,
providing free meals to students in government
schools of India. These initiatives have been
efficacious in reducing dropout-rates and
increasing school attendance most notably in
disadvantaged cohorts of the population
(Muralidharan & Prakash, 2022). Still, the
program is able to yield a good result, but not
fully for the existence of a good number of
challenges such as malpractices, inefficiencies in
operational ~ procedures and  inconsistent
implementation in various areas. Likewise, The
Digital India Campaign (DIC) has not only
focused on pushing technology to the overall
governance but made prominent effort of
integrating technology in education itself to help
in increasing accessibility of educational
resources for everyone and to bridge the rural-
urban gap. With high cost of digital devices,
inadequate internet service, and widespread
digital illiteracy running as bottlenecks, these
problems practically impede the successful
realization of the objectives of this policy.

Bridging the Gap to Bring Change to
Education in Bangladesh through the Path of
Literacy and Inclusion

Bangladesh has achieved remarkable progress in
raising enrollment levels and literacy rates,
especially among girls and marginalized groups.
The Primary Education Development Program
(PEDP) has played a key role in achieving gender
equality and increasing access to education for
individuals [5.87] in 1997 (World Bank, 2022).
This initiative yielded double-digit growth in
school enrollment and literacy. However,
challenges endure in sustaining educational
quality and providing ample teacher training in
rural areas. Even though the country has attained
near-universal primary education, critical issues

persist regarding the overall standard of education.

Furthermore, access to quality education remain
inequitable, particularly for marginalized groups
such as ethnic minorities and children with
disabilities, remains inconsistent, and rural
schools often face resource constraints, falling
short of the facilities and support available in
urban counterparts.
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Nepal and Sri Lanka: Models of Inclusivity
Nepal and Sri Lanka have both introduced
inclusive education policies that have significantly
enhanced educational access for marginalized
communities. Nepal’s inclusive education
initiatives prioritize the education of ethnic
minorities and girls, fostering greater educational
equity (UNICEF, 2022). Although, progress has
been made, but the South Asian region still
confronts numerous challenges. These challenges
remain persist like bridging the gaps in quality
education and access to essential resources across
different regions. Conversely, Sri Lanka, has been
known for its high-quality education system, due
to its free education policy, which has led to one
of the highest literacy rates in South Asia (98% in
2023) providing a solid foundation for its citizens
to thrive and plays a vital role in shaping its
society. Despite all these achievements and
strengths, the education system in rural
communities continue to face unique obstacles
that hamper the quality education across schools
which the quality education across schools which
undermines the effectiveness of the system.

Bridging the Educational Gaps: The Power of
Technology

South  Asian  countries have recognized
Technological integration has become a key tool
in reducing the educational divide, where
inclusive education remains a significant
knowledge. Numerous promising initiatives such
as Pakistan's Tele School, India’s Digital India
Campaign, and mobile learning apps in
Bangladesh have demonstrated significant
potential, offering hope for further progress
particularly in remote and rural areas (UNESCO,
2023). These technological interventions offer
substantial potential for improving outcomes in
education by making learning resources more
accessible and engaging. Nevertheless, their
implementation is impeded by persistent
challenges, including inadequate internet
infrastructure, prohibitive costs of digital devices,
and widespread digital illiteracy in rural areas.
Certainly, such initiatives are limited in their
efficacy due to these obstacles, and we must do
our part to fight for equitable access to
educational technologies.
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Challenges in the Pursuit of Equitable
Education

Various obstacles to equitable education at South
Asia fall into three main categories:

Financial Restrictions:

Financial constraint for education is a major
hindrance to successful execution of inclusive
education policy, especially in rural regions of
many South Asian states. Many Governments of
the world make limited investments in education
(particularly in rural areas), favoring other sectors
and so education is under-funded leading to weak
infrastructure, low teacher training and low
resources for schools which in turn maintain
disparities.

Cultural Barriers:

In many rural and conservative areas, education is
a distant dream due to several cultural factors
such as gender norms, stigma, taboos, and societal
attitudes acting as significant barriers, particularly
for girls. Widely accepted attitudes and cultural
practices, such as discrimination based on gender
and the devaluation of girls’ education, limit
education opportunities for girls and women.

Resource Distribution:

Learning materials, teachers and infrastructure are
inequitably available in the urbanized and most
marginalized areas, exacerbating the educational
disparities existing between the two. Many rural
educational institutions were outdated and
inadequate in facilities, lacked qualified teachers,
and had less access to learning resources.
Challenges also include weak governance, lack of
transparency, and lack of appearance for effective
monitoring and evaluation of educational policies.
Most system to track progress, especially across
policies is ineffective to say the least and most
policy implementation fails to meet the objectives
of the policy due to corruption and inefficiencies.

Methodology:

This study employed comparative qualitative
research design to analyze educational policies of
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka.
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The main aim of this research was to evaluate the
effectiveness of these policies to tackle
educational inequalities, especially in rural areas,
as well as the alignment of these strategies with
the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) specifically chasing SDG 4
(Quality Education) and SDG 10 (Reduced
Inequalities). Through a comparative lens, this
paper has done a unique analysis of the strengths
and weaknesses of the educational policies of both
countries, with the added dimension of how such
policies were neutral or not in addressing
equitable education in diverse demographic and
geographical locations.

We  purposefully selected a  qualitative
methodology because this method is effective in
capturing contextual nuances of the policies and
their real-world effects. The formation and
realization of educational policies in the country
were examined in the context of the society,
economy and culture of each of the South Asian
countries. The study seeks to provide broad
realizations that may inspire future formulation of
policy intended to reduce educational
disadvantages in South Asia, a region with
substantial inequities in educational access and
quality.

Data Collection:

The data for this study is derived from a wide
variety ~ of secondary sources, including
governmental reports, peer-reviewed journals,
policy documents, and case specific studies
published by international organizations. Based
on the investigations the results of educational
policies, plan and further implementation has
found and provides in-depth relevant information
on practitioner was developed in selected
countries of South Asia. Reports from reputable
international institutions, such as World Bank
(2020), UNESCO (2021), and UNICEF (2019)
were also valuable in that they informed us about
broader trends in education and assessing the
adequacy of national policies  vis-a-vis
frameworks for the world, such as the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

In particular, one study focused only on national
government publications and scholarly articles
published from 2018 to 2023, ensuring a

| Ahmed, 2025 |

Page 17

https://policyresearchjournal.com


https://policyresearchjournal.com

comprehensive data collection and analysis for the
policies being evaluated. The selection criteria of
articles were primarily based on whether the work
addressed key themes pertinent to rural education,
gender equality and the technology incorporation,
as these were considered by the core objectives of
the research. Examining from this period meant
that the study captured recent policy
developments and initiatives designed to narrow
educational gaps.

By utilizing secondary data, a diverse point of
view was allowed and a multi-dimensional
discussion of the policies, with analysis not only
from official reporting and quantitative data but
by critical assessment of academic scholars and
experts alike. This enabled a multi-tier and
holistic comprehension of the effect of the
policies on the quality of education.

Sampling:

The sample of the study included educational
policies and programs from five South Asian
countries, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal and
Sri Lanka. These countries were chosen because
of their relevance to the research questions and
the geographic, economic, and cultural diversity
of the region. Based on the interest in educational
inequalities in specific contexts, the analysis
described above primarily highlights initiatives
aimed at delivering education in rural areas (rural
education), alongside achieving gender equity and
using technology (3 Ts).

Any limitations in terms of data selection were the
result of the selective sampling process used,
including the purposive sampling approach which
is a non-random selection process by design to
capture policies and programs that represent the
most relevant, and hence, consequential to the
principal matters of concern of this study. Factors
including the scope of the policy, the targeting of
rural areas across Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) 4 and 10, and the extent of emphasis on
integrating gender equity and technology, guided
selection of these interventions. This purposive
sampling approach facilitated an in-depth
exploration of policies deemed most likely to
improve educational outcomes for rural and
underserved populations.
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National and subnational level policies were
purposely selected from different scales of
implementation in order to increase the
representativeness of the sample. This method
allowed for a complete and nuanced
understanding of the challenges and successes
with educational policy across varying contexts in
the region.

Data Analysis:

Thematic analysis was used to analyze the data
collected, focusing on emergence of key
dimensions of policy from the documents and
reports reviewed, using a framework approach.
The content analysis was organized according to
four major themes: (1) access to education, (2)
gender equity (3), the power of technology in
education and (4) challenges for rural
communities in accessing quality education. The
themes were selected based on their relevance to
the Sustainable development Goals (SDGs 4 and
10) and importance in understanding educational
inequalities in the chosen block of countries.

After that a comparative study was done of the
five. South Asian countries to identify the
commonalities and differences regarding their
educational policies. This comparative exploration
served to detect trends on how each country
responded to the core themes and how successful
their policy responses had been. We found these
policies were crucial in ensuring equal access to
education, including for rural and marginalized
communities, leveraging technology to address
unmet educational needs.

It further stressed on gender parity in education
and how and to what extents the policies manage
to address these problems in context of how early
marriage, deeply-rooted traditions and poor access
to educational resources have been hampering the
education of girls in rural areas. Another
important area of focus that this report expanded
on was the utilization of technology, especially as
a driver that can further open paths to education
for all. The study explored that role of countries in
breaking barriers of geographical remoteness and
weak physical infrastructure through the
facilitation of digital platforms and technological
tools.

In addition to identifying trends and patterns of
the educational policy, analysis also evaluated the
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overall effectiveness of the policies in meeting the
goals set out in SDG 4 (Quality Education) and
SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). This assessment
involved  reviewing  policy  assessments,
evaluations, and case studies from major global
organizations such as UNESCO and UNICEF that
provided evidence on the effects of these policies
on a global level and the ability to promote
inclusive education among diverse regions.
Findings of Educational Policy Interventions:
Pakistan’s The Ehsaas School Stipend
Program:

Within Pakistan, The School Program is a
substantial  initiative  designated to (e.g.,
significantly)  increase  school enrollment,
particularly of girls in rural areas. The program
provides cash payments to families, removing one
of the biggest barriers to education for
impoverished households. This has been
especially effective for girls, who are often denied
their right to education due to conservative
cultural stereotypes or economic constraints. This
notwithstanding, its efficacy is compromised by a
multitude of challenges that limit its optimum
utilization as a tool. These range from inadequate
funding and weak monitoring mechanisms, to
persistent cultural obstacles to girls’ education in
many rural communities. In addition, regional
discrepancies in the program’s application have
been noted, potentially scaling back its overall
effectiveness.

India: The Mid-Day Meal Scheme:

The Mid-Day Meal Scheme of India is seen as a
paradigmatic and successful intervention to
increase school enrollment and retention,
especially among socio-economically
disadvantaged children. It aims to tackle
malnutrition and encourages parents to send their
children to school by providing them with
complementary meals. Based on empirical studies,
the program has proven to be effective not only in
improving school attendance, particularly in rural
areas but also in registering a decreasing trend in
dropout rates. But the plan’s efficacy has been
undermined by lingering logistical inefficiencies,
like weak food distribution networks, corruption
problems and variable quality in meals.
Furthermore, the program's focus on food has
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sometimes overshadowed efforts to address what
are often the underlying programs access to
quality educators and teacher training regimes that
promote end-of-cycle educational success,
especially in regions where such success remains
an impossibility.

Bangladesh: primary education development
program (PEDP)

Since PEDP in Bangladesh, notable progress has
been made; education access for all was improved,
particularly for marginalized groups, such as
children from rural and disadvantaged families
and girls. The program shows good strides to
enhance access to education, and it has achieved a
20 per cent reduction in dropout rates.
Nonetheless, there have long been obstacles to
educational quality and standards that are still a
pressing issue today. But even with increasing
enrollment, the lack of professional teachers and
adequate teaching materials still plague many
schools. Teacher development programs continue
to pose challenges as there is a shortage of trained
teachers to provide quality education. Coupled
with the poor state of school infrastructure where
schools operate in ramshackle buildings without
basic amenities, a more comprehensive reform
strategy under the PEDP can prove to be the way
forward.

Nepal and Sri Lanka: Inclusive Education:
Both Nepal and Sri Lanka provide examples of
progress towards inclusive education with policies
which have objected to provide equitable access
for both students with disabilities and other
excluded communities. Nonetheless, they signal a
commitment to rectify systemic obstacles in their
educational institutions. Also, rural areas are still
experiencing disparities in terms of allocation of
resources, physical and infrastructure, educational
and pedagogical materials, and budgets. Although
cities have seen some interventions and
improvements, schools in rural areas remain
behind on the accessibility and quality fronts.
Moreover, Inclusive education not just limited to
availability of resources but also includes
untapped human resource, thus propelling of
which is also a key turning point.
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Discussion:
Interventions
Access to education: Success and shortcomings
Although several important policy developments
have taken place in South Asia, the effectiveness
of such initiatives has been uneven, especially in
rural regions and among the marginalized.
Pakistan’s Ehsaas School Stipend Program and
India’s Mid-Day Meal Scheme are example
policies that have shown minimal results in terms
of school enrollment, especially for girls and
children from low-income backgrounds. But
systemic issues like poor monitoring, malfeasance
and logistical failings have marred
implementation of these programs. However,
these issues hinder the educational quality and
threaten its sustainability.

Then, while PEDP has had a positive effect on
Bangladesh’s school’s enrollment, there is very
little data on whether or not the students receive a
quality education. As long as the education
system struggles with a myriad of challenges,
including education provider's lack of effective
teacher professional development programs, and
inadequate, under-resourced and poorly managed
schools. For a more comprehensive approach to
reform of education.

Effectiveness of Policy

Factors Related to Finances and Resource
Allocation

Among the most important barriers to the
effectiveness of educational policies in South Asia
is the lack of resources. At best, even the best
programs can face issues of underfunding, with
most South Asian countries struggling with low
budgets for education. In Pakistan, for instance,
the Ehsaas School Stipend Program has very
limited coverage and is plagued by corruption and
insufficient resources which severely constrict its
reach and efficacy. Back in India, the Mid-Day
Meal Scheme, despite some successes, suffered
considerable financial corruption and inefficiency,
resulting from a shortage of resources and poor
planning at the local level.

Reinforces the urban-rural divide and this inequity
in the education sector. Urban centers and cities
were in general benefiting from good and
adequate infrastructure, greater access to better
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resources and qualified teachers. But rural regions
are still significantly —underserved.  This
institutional divide in the scarcity of numbersl1
further widened access to quality education.

The Future of Work: Culture Crossover and
Gender Equality

Cultural barriers continue to be a huge hindrance
in obtaining educational access often more so for
girls. In many rural parts of South Asia, deeply
entrenched gender roles and cultural norms
discourage girls from going to school; girls are
preferred to marry young or take on domestic
work above getting an education. By providing
financial incentive to families, initiatives such as
the Ehsaas School Stipend Program in Pakistan
have attempted to ease these difficulties (World
Bank, 2021; PEP, 2021). But ingrained cultural
norms require persistence and activism.

Thus, the need for gender-sensitive policies is
crucial to help overcome those challenges. In
addressing gender inequality in education,
finances alone are not the answer to get families
to send girls to school. That requires concerted
work to shift hard-held traditions and societal
attitudes that are limiting girls’ access to
education. Sustainable improvement in education:
Strategic policies to promote gender equality in
education (for example, establishing inclusive
school environments for girls in particular as well
as implementing scholarships or stipends) proves
to be essential.

The magic of technology in closing this gap
Harnessing technology has the potential to greatly
reduce the education gap in South Asia,
particularly in rural areas that lack access to
traditional educational infrastructure. Initiatives
such as Pakistan’s Tele School and India’s Digital
India Campaign (DIC) purpose to empower
digital education utilizing online platforms,
television airing and other media channels to
address inclusive and equitable education. These
initiatives are an important step in addressing
access to quality education especially for more
marginalized populations.

But in order to fully capitalize on the potential of
technology to close the educational divides, one
must face some important challenges. Such
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challenges include patchy internet access, high
cost of devices and low levels of digital literacy
among teachers and students. As if technology
could fill in the educational gaps it cannot, as both
educators and learners may not have the
demanded skills and information to work on the
digital fronts. In many rural areas, however, these
challenges remain major obstacles to the
successful use of digital tools.

Recommendations for Improvement:

e Making sure that resources are allocated
properly in order to create equality in
education between rural and urban regions,
authorities should focus on equal distribution
of resources to offer rural schools the same
instructional level at urban institutions. This
means investing in infrastructure development,
professional development of teachers and
provision of instructional resources. Career
opportunities include everything from full
cashflow automation to the automation of
reporting platforms which can be used to
measure change despite limited funding need
to be created and maintained as well.

e Using Technology to Promote Educational
Equity Governments should work to enhance
access to reasonably priced digital resources
and internet connections; these efforts are
particularly key in historically underserved
rural communities. Invest heavily into digital
infrastructure as this can go a long way in
improving internet connectivity and providing
schools with the essential tools for effective
learning. Additionally, both teachers and
students need digital literacy initiatives to
ensure effective implementational policy
priority in the classroom.

e Gender-aware approaches educational policy
creators should work to supplant social taboos
which prevent children in country regions
from getting an education. To alleviate the
overwhelming gender imbalances and to
encourage initiatives that help support gender
equity (safe school environments for girls,
female role models, support girls participating
in more male-dominated fields etc.) are highly
useful as well.

e Encouraging Regional Collegiality There is
much for South Asian countries to gain
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through collaborative cross-border exchange
of ideas for betterment of educational success.
From learning from each other’s lessons,
practices and failures, countries can adopt
more effective policies to address the region’s
particular challenges to attaining quality
education.

o Setting Up Strong Monitoring System
Successful establishment of monitoring
framework is critical to the success of
educational policies. Governments must be
having = strong accountability frameworks
about effective utilization of resources, and
tracking of implementation of programs. This
will contribute to the alleviation of problems
such as bad practices and inefficiency that
prevent  educational  programs  from
succeeding.

Conclusion:

However, South Asia has made remarkable
progress in improving access to education and in
quality through sustainable policy interventions
but there are significant challenges such as
financial constraints, poor resource mobilization,
entrenched cultural barriers, inadequate policy
implementation and monitoring. These complex
challenges demand holistic solutions that invest in
equitable access, bolster educational infrastructure,
and foster gender-sensitive policies. Additionally,
taking a multidimensional turnkey that
emphasizes equity, promoting cross-regional
strategies, and establishing strong auditing
systems will help South Asia create a more fair
and holistic education model enabling every child,
regardless of location or social circumstance, to
access education and realize their potential.
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